CLEMENCEAU

would have been fatal to the revival of genuine good feeling
between the Western Powers. The following passage in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica does no more than justice to
Clemenceau's services in this direction :

" M. Olemenceau, who only late in life came into office and
attained it when a better understanding with England was
progressing, had been throughout his long career, of all public
men in all political groups, the most consistent friend of England.
His presence at the head of affairs was a guarantee of amicable
Anglo-French relations, so far as they could be protected by
statesmanship." This tribute in a permanent work of reference
is thoroughly well deserved.

Happily, too, his efforts had been earnestly supported long
before, and even quietly during, the Boer War, by Edward VII,
as Prince of Wales and as King. But this very connection
between the French Eadical statesman and the English monarch
was the subject of most virulent attacks. It was, in fact, made
the groundwork of an elaborate accusation of treachery against
Clemenceau, who was represented as the mere tool of Edward
VII in promoting the permanent effacement of France. The
King was an English Machiavelli, constantly plotting to recover
for the British Empire, at the expense of France, that world-
wide prestige which the miserable Boer War and the rise of
German power on land and sea, in trade and in finance, had
seriously jeopardised. A book by the well-known M. Flourens,
written at this time to uphold that thesis, went through no
fewer than five editions. Here is the pleasing picture of the
late King presented for the contemplation of the Parisian
populace by this virulent penman :

" Edouard VII montait sur le tr6ne & 1'age oh, si Ton consulte
les statistiques, 75% des rois sont dej& descendus dans la tombe.
II sortait d'une longue oisivete pour entrer dans la vie active a
l'6poque oil, dans toutes les carrieres et fonctions publiques, les
hommes font valoir leurs droits & la retraite.

" S'il y avait un conseil de revision pour les rois, comme il
y en a un pour les consents, il eut 4t6 declat6 inrgropre au service.
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